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WATER AND HEALTH IN LATIN AMERICA 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 400.003 AND POLS 512-004, FALL 2017 
MEETING TUESDAY AND THURSDAYS, 4:30-5:45, MITCHELL HALL 215  

 
This syllabus and course handouts are available in alternative accessible formats upon request. 

INSTRUCTOR 
Jami Nelson Nuñez, Assistant Professor  
Office: Social Science Building, Rm 2040 
Office hours:  Mondays and Wednesday 1:30-3:00, and other times by appointment 
Email: jaminunez@unm.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This class examines the issues of equity and sustainability in health services in Latin America.  From 
1990 to 2015, Latin American countries made significant progress towards the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) that sought to cut in half the number of people living in extreme 
poverty, without access to health care, drinking water or improved sanitation. With the era of the 
MDGs ending, the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will significantly raise the bar for 
health and poverty to lofty but potentially unattainable heights.  The new SDGs are qualitatively 
different by emphasizing universal change, equity and sustainability.  These three new elements 
force an examination of the role of states, especially at local levels, in addressing the “Last Mile” of 
development. Much of the progress during the era of the MDGs was the “low hanging fruit” in 
development – the populations easiest to reach and serve.  The populations that failed to enjoy 
progress in health, water and sanitation were largely rural, indigenous and poor.  Peri-urban 
communities that have grown on the outskirts of the formalized spaces of cities have also posed 
challenges that have in many cases slowed down national progress towards the MDGs.   
 
This course will examine the role of politics in attaining sustainable, equitable, and (eventually) 
universal access to health services, drinking water and sanitation in Latin America.  It will explore 
the core political problems posed by reaching the “Last Mile” including 1) providing capacity and 
incentives for political leaders to provide equitable services, 2) empowering and investing in health 
for indigenous communities and 3) addressing governance gaps in decentralized states between 
local and national actors.  It will engage students in some of the most difficult debates in sustainable 
development, such as the future role for non-governmental organizations (NGOs).   
 
Learning will center on critical debates around which there are few easy or clear answers.  The 
course draws on both academic and “grey” policy literatures to investigate the politics of 
development in Latin America.  While sustainable, equitable development remains the central 
theme of the course, a specific focus on health, water and sanitation will aid in providing concrete 
policy examples to illustrate the debates and challenges.  Students engage in a particular political 
problem of health and development of their choosing and develop their work with a final research 
paper.  The course is open to students from a variety of disciplines and varying background 
knowledge of development or Latin American. 
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OBJECTIVES 
The general Department of Political Science “Student Learning Objectives” are posted on the 
department website at: https://polisci.unm.edu/undergraduate-program/student-learning-
objectives.html.  Specific SLOs for this course are as follows:  
 

- Be able to discuss challenges of water, sanitation, hygiene and health as they apply to 
the Latin American region;   

- Be able to identify and discuss main themes of academic research papers on the politics 
of service provision; 

- Be able to describe changing policy and conceptions of development since the 1950s 
- Be able to identify and assess the incentives and capacity of different service providers; 
- Be able to analyze and breakdown specific case studies to identify factors that positively 

and negatively impact the long-term resolution of the problems; 
- Demonstrate analytical writing skills by analyzing a particular problem/case study in 

service delivery; and,   
- Engage with professionals working on specific water- or health-related issues. 

COURSE TEXTS AND READING 
 

• The course readings are available online through public sites or on the course website. 
• Students taking the course for graduate credit will have additional readings, denoted below 

with an asterisk.   

REQUIREMENTS 
Requirement Due Date Percentage of Final Grade 

Class attendance Throughout semester 5% 

Class participation Throughout semester 15%    
Writing points Throughout semester 30% 
Research paper proposal September 7 in class 5%    
Research paper draft October 31, 5:00pm 15% 
Case study Assigned Date 10%    
Final research paper December 11, 5:00pm 20% 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 
Students will be graded for their Class Performance (20%). (1) The Participation (15%) component 
of the grade is based on student engagement and participation in class discussions. I expect each 
student to contribute to class discussion throughout the week.  If you are someone who finds it 
difficult to participate, you should plan to regularly see me during my office hours.  Be sure to bring 
readings and notes to class.   
 (2) The Attendance (5%) component works as follows. Attendance will be taken each day. Students 
will be allowed four “freebie” absences. Beyond four absences, the attendance grade will be 
lowered from 100 by ten percentage points per absence. Attendance will be taken at the beginning 
of class, so students who are late will be counted absent. Because all students receive an ample 
allotment of freebies, please do not discuss, request excuses for, or argue about absences. Note that 

https://polisci.unm.edu/undergraduate-program/student-learning-objectives.html
https://polisci.unm.edu/undergraduate-program/student-learning-objectives.html
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religious holidays, sickness, and other reasons for absence that are “legitimate” DO COUNT against 
your freebie absences. You are strongly advised to use your freebies for these purposes.  

CLASS WRITING (30%) 
The intent of the class writing component is to hold students accountable for reading and to 
facilitate understanding of the readings, some of which are complex.  The class writing assignments 
will come in two forms, in-class writing and take-home writing. For in-class writing, at the 
beginning of class, students will be asked to write a paragraph synthesizing the readings for a given 
prompt.  Take-home writing will be a short set of questions to accompany the readings to be done 
before class. Submitted responses will get a point, unless it is clear that the reading was not done.  
You must get 10 points throughout the course of the semester to get full credit for this portion of 
your grade. 
 
*students taking the course for graduate credit will be required to do all but 2 writing assignments 
throughout the semester. 

RESEARCH PAPER AND CASE STUDY (50%) 
Students will conduct research on a topic of their choosing related to the course.  While the course 
will focus primarily on water, sanitation and hygiene, topics in water resources or health more 
generally are welcome.  The research paper will be submitted in stages (proposal, draft and final) 
throughout the semester. Students will also do a short 2-slide presentation of their case study in 
class. More information will be provided in class and on learn. 

POLICIES 

DISABILITIES 
Qualified students with disabilities needing appropriate academic adjustments should contact me 
as soon as possible to ensure your needs are met in a timely manner. Handouts are available in 
alternative accessible formats upon request. If you need more information on the Americans with 
Disability Act, please contact the Office of Equal Opportunity at 277-5251. Accessibility Services 
(Mesa Vista Hall 2021, 277-3506) also provides academic support to students who have disabilities.  

COMMUNICATION 
I will communicate regularly with class participants by email.  Because I use the LoboWeb system 
to email class participants, all messages from me will go to the email address you have associated 
with your UNM student registration.  If that is not an account you use regularly, you should set it to 
forward to the account that you DO use.  I cannot customize my email list.  I will post course 
information, announcements, and supplementary materials on the course website. 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR 
Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. 
Students who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Faculty have 
the professional responsibility to treat all students with understanding, dignity and respect, to 
guide classroom discussion and to set reasonable limits on the manner in which they and their 
students express opinions.  Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with 
respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual 
orientation, gender, gender variance, and nationalities.  Class rosters are provided to the instructor 
with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name 
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or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make 
appropriate changes to my records.   
 
Our classroom and our university should always be spaces of mutual respect, kindness, and 
support, without fear of discrimination, harassment, or violence. Should you ever need assistance 
or have concerns about incidents that violate this principle, please access the resources available to 
you on campus, especially the LoboRESPECT Advocacy Center and the support services listed on its 
website (http://loborespect.unm.edu/). Please note that, because UNM faculty, TAs, and GAs are 
considered "responsible employees" by the Department of Education, any disclosure of gender 
discrimination (including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, and sexual violence) made to a 
faculty member, TA, or GA must be reported by that faculty member, TA, or GA to the university's 
Title IX coordinator. For more information on the campus policy regarding sexual misconduct, 
please see: https://policy.unm.edu/university-policies/2000/2740.html. 

RULES  
Course work must be completed on time.  Papers will lose one letter grade for every day of 
lateness.  No “Incomplete” grades will be given except for genuine medical or family emergencies, in 
which case you must inform me as promptly as practicable.   
 
Discussions on development, poverty and inequality sometimes bring out markedly different 
ideological positions regarding and the policies of the US, other states and organizations. All 
participants in this course must commit to mutually respectful debate, and must make arguments 
based on evidence and explicit interpretation rather than merely stating opinions. I will cut short 
any verbal interventions that I believe do not advance the class discussion.  I may disenroll from the 
class any student who persistently fails to contribute constructively, stay on topic, or respect 
others.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 
In accordance with the UNM Pathfinder, academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, will result in a 
failure of the assignment or of the entire course, and will be reported to the proper university 
authorities. Academic dishonesty is a major violation of the UNM student code of conduct, and can 
result in serious sanctions up to and including expulsion from programs or UNM. 
 
Any work that you present as your own, whether a paper, exam, or quiz, must be entirely your own 
intellectual work.  Any written material taken from another source must be properly cited; 
ignorance of academic conventions with respect to citation of sources is not a suitable defense for 
plagiarism in this course. Any substantial information, interpretation, or argument that is not 
common knowledge should be cited, in sufficient detail that a reader would be able to find the same 
source.  In your papers, you should use the citation format recommended by the American Political 
Science Association (see a summary style sheet here: 
http://www.csuchico.edu/lref/pols/APSA.pdf).  Graders will impose point penalties for each 
citation error. 
 
It is particularly important to exercise care in citing Internet sources, attributing the title, author 
(individual or institutional), the URL, the date of publication of the source (if you can determine 
this), and the date on which you viewed the source. The date on which you viewed the site is crucial 
because some URLs are unstable and may change or disappear.  If the document is paginated, you 
should report the specific pages you are citing.  Many web (html) documents lack pagination, in 
which case you may omit the page, or cite the paragraph(s) if they are numbered. 

http://www.csuchico.edu/lref/pols/APSA.pdf
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SCHEDULE  
PART I. ISSUES IN HEALTH, WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

WEEK 1: INTRODUCTIONS 
Date Theme Reading (to be completed for class) 
Tuesday, 
August 22, 
2017 

Class Introduction  

Thursday, 
August 24 

WASH and Health 
Overview 

JMP 2015 Annual Report (on Learn) 
 
WSP 2015 Highlights of Results in Latin America and the 
Caribbean  
 
* Bartram and Cairncross. 2010. “Hygiene, Sanitation, and 
Water: Forgotten Foundations of Health.” 

WEEK 2:  WATER AND SANITATION ESSENTIALS 
Tuesday, 
August 29 

Water: where we 
have been & where 
we are going 

Hunter, MacDonald and Carter. 2010. “Water Supply and 
Health.”  

Thursday, 
August 31 

No class Chapters 1 and 2 of Rose George’s The Big Necessity (on 
Learn) 

WEEK 3: HYGIENE AND HEALTH 
Tuesday, 
September 5 

Sanitation: where we 
have been & where 
we are going 

Chapters 5 of Rose George’s The Big Necessity (on Learn) 

Thursday, 
September 7 

Menstruation 
hygiene management 

WASH in Schools Empowers Girls’ Education in Rural 
Cochabamba, Bolivia (on Learn) 

 

PART II. THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF SERVICE PROVISION IN 

WASH 

WEEK 4: ACTORS IN WASH 
Tuesday, 
Sept 12 

Who’s who in service 
provision: NGOs, 
governments, IFIs, 
donors, NGOs, GROs, 
self-supply 

“Global Health Actors and Activities.” Chapter 4, pg 141-
182 in the Textbook of Global Health by Birn, Pillay and 
Holtz. 
 

Thursday, 
Sept 14 

Water and Health 
prior to 1990 

Prah Ruger. 2005. “The Changing Role of the World Bank 
in Global Health” 

http://www.wsp.org/sites/wsp.org/files/publications/WSP-LAC-Council-Flyer-FY15.pdf
http://www.wsp.org/sites/wsp.org/files/publications/WSP-LAC-Council-Flyer-FY15.pdf
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1000367
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1000367
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1000361
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1000361
https://www.unicef.org/wash/schools/files/Bolivia_MHM_Booklet_DM_15_Nov_single_0940_Bolivia.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/wash/schools/files/Bolivia_MHM_Booklet_DM_15_Nov_single_0940_Bolivia.pdf
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WEEK 5: POST-ISI, PRIVATIZATION AND NEOLIBERAL SHIFTS 
Tuesday, 
Sept 19 

Privatization of 
essential services 

Budds and McGranahan. 2003. “Are the debates on water 
privatization missing the point?” 
 

Thursday, 
Sept 21 

Water Wars in 
Bolivia 

Finnegan. 2002. “Leasing the Rain, Letter from Bolivia.” 
 

WEEK 6: PRIVATIZATION DEBATES 
Tuesday, 
Sept 26 

Water Wars in 
Bolivia 

Kohl and Farthing. “The Water War: A Turning Point.” In 
Impasse in Bolivia  
*Erica Simmons. “El agua es nuestra, carajo! The Origins 
of the Bolivian Water Wars.” In Meaningful Resistance. 

Thursday, 
Sept 28 

Is privatization of 
water and sanitation 
services bad? 

Group A: Rosotto Ioris. 2012. “The neoliberalization of 
water in Lima, Peru.”  
  
Group B: Post. 2009. “Pathways for redistribution: 
privatisation, regulation and incentives for pro-poor 
investment in the Argentine water sector.”  
  
Group C: McKenzie et al. 2003. “The Distributive Impact of 
Privatization in Latin America: Evidence from Four 
Countries” 

WEEK 7: NGOS, DONORS AND SERVICE DELIVERY 
Tuesday, 
October 3 

Donors, a view from 
above 

Birdsall. 2005. Seven Deadly Sins: Reflections on Donor 
Failings. 

Thursday, 
October 5 

NGOs and issues with 
service delivery 

Banks et al. 2015. “NGOs, States and Donors Revisited: 
Still too close for Comfort?”  
  
*Gideon. 1998. “The politics of social service provision 
through NGOs: A study of Latin America.” 

WEEK 8: NGOS AND GOVERNMENTS: WHO SHOULD DO WHAT? 
Tuesday, 
October 10 

Which actors should 
do what in rural 
water supply? 

Myths of Rural Water Supply 

Thursday, 
October 12 

FALL BREAK  No Class 

WEEK 9: POLITICAL ECONOMY OF LOCAL SERVICE PROVISION 
Tuesday, 
October 17 

Incentives Mani and Mukand. 2007. “Democracy, Visibility and 
Public Goods Provision.” Read sections 1 and 5 and 
skim sections 2-4 for highlighted parts. 
 

Thursday, 
October 19 

Corruption  World Bank. 2016. Chapter 4 of Making Politics Work for 
Development  
 
* Overview and chapters 1 and 2 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/095624780301500222
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/095624780301500222
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0962629812000200
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0962629812000200
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X08001861
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X08001861
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X08001861
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/20065443.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Afb1cf4205e4f01f300356cf545ef79d2
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/20065443.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Afb1cf4205e4f01f300356cf545ef79d2
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/20065443.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Afb1cf4205e4f01f300356cf545ef79d2
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/2737_file_WP50_rev12_05_2.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/2737_file_WP50_rev12_05_2.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X14002939;
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X14002939;
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3339574?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3339574?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
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WEEK 10: DEMAND-SIDE 
Tuesday, 
October 24 

Uptake of services 
and use of 
infrastructure 

Duflo and Bannerjee. Chapter 3 of Poor Economics 

Thursday, 
October 26 

Community-
management and 
self-supply in rural 
water 

 
Watch https://vimeo.com/6281949  
 
* Moriarty et al. 2013. “Trends in Rural Water Supply.” 

PART III. TOPICS IN WASH AND HEALTH IN LATIN AMERICA 
(This section is example material. Students will vote on topics they would like to cover in the first 
weeks of class and weeks 11-16 will reflect the interests of the class.  Alternative topics could 
include more in-depth coverage of any topic already covered or other ideas, including:  

• Looking ahead: WASH and the SDGs 
• Financing WASH 
• Reforming governance 
• Health in slum and informal settlements 
• Specific health topics such as vaccination, rural health services, neglected tropical diseases 
• Watershed management 
• The intersection between agriculture and water 
• Water quality 
• Behavior change policies and approaches 
• WASH in schools 
• WASH and disability 

WEEK 11: GENDER 
Tuesday, 
October 31 

Overview We Can’t Wait 2013 Report (on Learn) 

Thursday, 
November 2 

Cases Bennett et al. 2008. “Water and Gender: The Unexpected 
Connection that Really Matters.” 

WEEK 12: INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 
Tuesday, 
November 7 

Overview Montenegro and Stephens. 2006. “Indigenous health in 
Latin America and the Caribbean.” 

Thursday, 
November 9 

Cases Abbott. 2016. ““Water is Life”: Guatemalan March for Water 
Rights Connects Struggles Across Latin America” 

WEEK 13: WATER CONTAMINATION 
Tuesday, 
Nov 14 

Overview Slack. 2013. “Mining’s Permanent Pollution.” 

Thursday, 
Nov 16 

Cases Pashley. 2015. “Peru's Indigenous Communities Are 
Fighting Back Against Environmental Contamination by 
Seizing Oil Wells”  
 
Daley. 2016. “Peru scrambles to drive out illegal gold 
mining” 

https://vimeo.com/6281949
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673606688089
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673606688089
http://upsidedownworld.org/archives/guatemala/water-is-life-guatemalan-march-for-water-rights-connects-struggles-across-latin-america/
http://upsidedownworld.org/archives/guatemala/water-is-life-guatemalan-march-for-water-rights-connects-struggles-across-latin-america/
https://politicsofpoverty.oxfamamerica.org/2016/08/minings-permanent-pollution/
https://news.vice.com/article/perus-indigenous-communities-are-fighting-back-against-environmental-contamination-by-seizing-oil-wells
https://news.vice.com/article/perus-indigenous-communities-are-fighting-back-against-environmental-contamination-by-seizing-oil-wells
https://news.vice.com/article/perus-indigenous-communities-are-fighting-back-against-environmental-contamination-by-seizing-oil-wells
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/26/world/americas/peru-illegal-gold-mining-latin-america.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/26/world/americas/peru-illegal-gold-mining-latin-america.html
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WEEK 14: HAITI’S WASH DISASTERS 
Tuesday, 
Nov 21 

 Gelting et al. 2013. “Water Sanitation and Hygiene in 
Haiti: Past, Present and Future.”  

Thursday, 
Nov 23 

Thanksgiving Day No Class 

WEEK 15: WATER SCARCITY 
Tuesday, 
Nov 28 

Overview Kimmelman. 2017. “Mexico City, Parched and Sinking, 
Faces a Water Crisis” 

Thursday, 
Nov 30 

Cases Farthing. 2016. “We are in shock': historic Bolivia drought 
hammers homes and crops.” 

WEEK 16: CITIES AND SEWERAGE 
Tuesday, 
December 5 

Overview  Davis. 2002. Ecology of the Slum in Planet of Slums. 

Thursday, 
December 7 

Cases World Bank. 2012. Learning Note: Living without 
sewerage in Latin America 

* Reading/assignments for students taking the course for graduate credit. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3795096/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/02/17/world/americas/mexico-city-sinking.html?rref=collection%2Fseriescollection%2Fchanging-climate-changing-cities&_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/02/17/world/americas/mexico-city-sinking.html?rref=collection%2Fseriescollection%2Fchanging-climate-changing-cities&_r=0
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/nov/25/bolivia-drought-water-rationing-crops
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/nov/25/bolivia-drought-water-rationing-crops
https://www.wsp.org/sites/wsp.org/files/publications/WSP-LAC-LN-Living-Without-Sewerage.pdf
https://www.wsp.org/sites/wsp.org/files/publications/WSP-LAC-LN-Living-Without-Sewerage.pdf

